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MEMORANDUM FOR : Acting Chief, DPD 


SUBIECT : Weather Support for OPD Projects. 


1. During recent discussion with representatives of Air 
weather Service Heedyearters, I heve learned that programmed 
changes in their weather reconnsissance activity will eignifi- 
cantly reduce the quality of the weather support for missions 
over the Arctic region. 


2, The OXCART concept of operations ie based upon mid- 
air refueling over the Arctic region. Therefore, the operation 
| will be dependent upon accurate and timely weather data from 
| that area, Since the weather reconnaissance program is one of 
the primary sources of thie data, I believe that any reduction in 
the effectiveness of that program ghould be a matter of concern 
| to DPD headquarters. 


3. The real problem results from the relatively low priority 
of the weether reconnaissance prograa. Because of this, the 
Wiel;?'s which are programmed to replace the present #8-50's in 
1963 will not be equipped to transmit weather data while 2 
| mission ie in progress. The present WB=SOta carry radio oper- 
ators who transalt the weather data pack to Bielson A¥B, for 
relay to WECEN. The ’Bel7's carry ne radio cperator. The data 
| can not be forwarded to WECEN until the aircraft lands; thus a 
delay of approximately eight hovurs ensues. 


1. Componenta for en alrhorn meteorological data handling 
system hsve been developed andi can be adapted to the WB-l:7. 
This eyatea would enable them to trangait weather deta automati- 
cally while in flight. However, because of the low priority 
assigned to the further development of this equipment it has 
not been programaed for the Wiel? weather reconnalesance fleet. 
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5. Am Air Heather Service representative will brie? 
officials of Headquarters USAF on this problem on Tuesday, 
2i, October. This will be a last ditch attempt to justify their 
request to have the “Bel7's equipped with an automatic deta 
handling system, Sinee the USAF decision on this aatter will 
affect Project OXCART, I suggest that the problem be called to 
the attention of Colonel Leo FP. Geary, AFCIG-5, The accompanying 
memoranium has been prepared for thet purpose. 


BPD/C/ AWS 


DPD/C/ AWS: | (18 Oct 1961) 
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